
Evaluation Criterion (1 through 5)
Refer to Pages 13 and 14 of the Final Solicitation

Page(s)
No.

Heading or Paragraph Sub-heading or Paragraph Additional references:
(Page No., Paragraph)

Criterion #1: The extent to which the needs of the state in which the applicant is located are representative of the needs of the region 
for improved air transportation services and facilities. The applicant should demonstrate the following:

• The state and regional UAS commitments, the capabilities and resources which are available to address the current national aviation 
goal of integrating the UAS into the NAS.  The positive impact the COE as a whole is expected to have on the geographic areas of the 
individual team members.

• The applicants’ UAS related experience and the impact these activities have had in using UAS capabilities and resources to support 
the aviation needs of the state and region

Criterion #2: The demonstrated research and extension resources available to the applicant to carry out this subsection.
 The applicant should demonstrate the following:

• 5HOHYDQW�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�DHURVSDFH�LQGXVWU\��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�WHVW�VLWHV�IRU�ÀLJKW�WHVWLQJ��WKH�
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�IDFLOLWLHV�WKHVH�SRWHQWLDO�DI¿OLDWHV�DUH�SRVLWLRQHG�WR�FRQWULEXWH

• *UDQWV�DQG�FRQWUDFWV�DZDUGHG�WR�WKH�DSSOLFDQW�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�8$6�WRSLFV�RI�UHVHDUFK�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�\HDUV
• The availability of laboratory, test, and evaluation facilities, located on-campus and off-campus
• The human resources available, the knowledge, skills, and experience with UAS operations and research

Criterion #3: The capability of the applicant to provide leadership in making national and regional contributions to the solution of both 
long-range and immediate air transportation problems.  The applicant should demonstrate the following:

• Experience with industry and/or government agencies related to UAS
• High standing within the national and international arena of unmanned aircraft systems research as evidenced by presentations at 

national and international conferences, publications in popular and peer-reviewed periodicals, etc.

• Evidence of ability to satisfy matching requirements, and potential sources of matching contributions, including letters of commitment, 
etc.

• $�SURSRVHG�SODQ�PLJKW�LQFOXGH�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�DQ�DGYLVRU\�ERDUG�FRPSULVHG�RI�OHDGHUV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�ZULWWHQ�FRPPLWPHQWV�IURP�WKHLU�
organizations to be actively engaged in the COE.

Criterion #4: The extent to which the applicant has an established air transportation program.  The applicant should demonstrate the 
following:

• $�KLVWRU\�RI�WUDLQLQJ�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�UHOHYDQW�DFDGHPLF�¿HOGV��H�J���VFLHQWLVWV��HQJLQHHUV��SLORWV��PHFKDQLFV��HWF���IRU�XQPDQQHG�DLUFUDIW�
systems

• &XUULFXOD�LQ�DFDGHPLF�¿HOGV�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�KLHUDUFK\�RI�UHVHDUFK�DUHDV�OLVWHG�LQ�67$7(0(17�2)�2%-(&7,9(6��EHJLQQLQJ�RQ�SDJH��
• Number of graduates and placement of students in industry, academia, and government in jobs related to UAS, and the methods the 

COE will use to collect data on future placement of graduates
Criterion #5: The demonstrated ability of the applicant to disseminate results of the air transportation research and educational 
programs through a statewide or regionwide continuing education program.  The applicant should demonstrate:

• Academic programs, such as continuing education, distance learning, etc., that address UAS needs.
• Experience conducting undergraduate and graduate-level courses, seminars, symposia, and workshops related to UAS topics and 

future plans to conduct such activities

• Experience using the internet and other means to disseminate results of research and enhance educational programs, and evidence 
of hard and soft publications

• )DFLOLWLHV�DQG�RWKHU�UHVRXUFHV�FXUUHQWO\�DYDLODEOH��DQG�SODQV�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�FRQJUHVVLRQDOO\�PDQGDWHG�&2(�information dissemination 
activities

Evaluation criteria are set forth in Public Law 101-508, 49 U.S.C. 44513. 
Italicized text used in this chart is direct language quoted from Public Law 101-508, therefore address each of the 

evaluation factors, as these are the sole basis for selection.



Evaluation Criterion (6)
Refer to Page 15 of the Final Solicitation and “Research Areas” beginning on Page 8.

Page(s) 
No.

Heading or Paragraph Sub-heading or Paragraph Additional references:
(Page No., Paragraph)

Criterion #6: The projects the applicant proposes to carry out under the grant. 7KH�)$$�LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�D�GLVFLSOLQHG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
and strategic plan, including a process for allocation of projects and administrative expenses, for the UAS COE:

5HVHDUFK�3ODQ���,W�LV�H[SHFWHG�WKDW�WKH�UHVHDUFK�SODQ�ZLOO�FRQWDLQ�DW�OHDVW�RQH�SURMHFW�DGGUHVVLQJ�HDFK�UHVHDUFK�DUHD���7KLV�SODQ�VKRXOG�
DWWHPSW�WR�EH�HYHQO\�GLVWULEXWHG�DFURVV�WKH�HQWLUH�VSHFWUXP�RI�IRFXV�DUHDV�OLVWHG�LQ�67$7(0(17�2)�2%-(&7,9(6��5HVHDUFK�$UHDV��
EHJLQQLQJ�RQ�SDJH�����7KH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�HDFK�SURMHFW�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�D�W\SLFDO�DEVWUDFW�RI�QRW�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�SDJHV���7KH�
research plan shall not exceed 22 pages of the 60-page limit.

• $LU�7UDI¿F�&RQWURO�,QWHURSHUDELOLW\

• Airport Ground Operations

• Control and Communication

• 'HWHFW�DQG�$YRLG��'$$�

• +XPDQ�)DFWRUV

• Low Altitude Operations Safety

• Noise Reduction

• 6SHFWUXP�0DQDJHPHQW

• 8QPDQQHG�$LUFUDIW��8$��&UHZ�7UDLQLQJ�DQG�&HUWL¿FDWLRQ��,QFOXGLQJ�3LORWV

• 8QPDQQHG�$LUFUDIW�6\VWHPV�7UDI¿F�0DQDJHPHQW

• 8$6�:DNH�6HSDUDWLRQ�6WDQGDUGV�IRU�8$6�,QWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�1$6

• 0DQDJHPHQW�3ODQ���7KH�DSSOLFDQW�VKDOO�VXEPLW�D�SODQ�WKDW�UHÀHFWV�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�RYHUVLJKW�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�LQ�8$6�IRFXV�DUHDV�DV�
GH¿QHG�LQ�WKH�VFRSH�RI�ZRUN��)RU�SDJH�OLPLW�JXLGDQFH��VHH�WKH�FKDUW�RQ�SDJH����

• An organization chart, roles and responsibilities, and a description of how the applicant will organize and manage the core team 
members within the COE.

• How the applicant will approach, conduct and oversee the research initiatives

• $�QDUUDWLYH�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�SURSRVHG�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�RYHUVLJKW�RI�¿VFDO�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�&2(�3URJUDP�
standardized reporting requirement

• How the universities will coordinate research efforts, how research teams will be selected and evaluated, and how the costs of 
administering the COE will be apportioned and funded

Evaluation criteria are set forth in Public Law 101-508, 49 U.S.C. 44513. 
Italicized text used in this chart is direct language quoted from Public Law 101-508, therefore address each of the 

evaluation factors, as these are the sole basis for selection.
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